MAJ. GARDNER DIES
AT GAMP WHEELER

Author of the . Famous ‘ Wake
'Up, America! " Speech a Vic-
tim of Pneumonia‘at B52.

15 YEARS IN CONGRESS

Ex-Magsachusetts Repfesentative
Was the First Member to Lcave
for Military Service.

Special to The New Yoric Timeas.

MACON, Ga., Jan. 14.—Major Au-
zustus P. Gardner, former Represent-
ative from >lassachusetis, died late to-
Jay at the Camp Wheeler base hospital
after a short illness from pneumonia.
Major Gardner's condition grew worse
}'esierday, and he sank steadily, until
cleath occurred this afternoon. AMajor
vardner centracted pneumenia, it was
=aid, while at the rifle range of the
18t Divislon, .

He resigned from Congress to take up
service in the army as a reserve officeg
on May 153. He had been one of the
xnost active figures in the movement
for military preparedness, and was the
first member of either IHouse to leave
Congress for military: service in the
present war. IHe received the rank ot
*olonel in the Qfficers’ Rceaerve CCorps,
Adjutant Gereral’'s Department. IHe was
taken from the old (Officers’ " Reserve
Corps, which enabled him to enter active
service, though over tie military age
1equirermnenta.

Major Gardner was assigned as ivi-
slon Adjutant at Camp Wheeler, but at
his own request he was recently trans-
forred to the 121st Infantry so that he
could be assigned as a line officer and
£0 to France. To make 1tui: change
possible he submitted to o reductien in
rank. He was a son-in-law «f Fenaror
l.odge of Massachusetts, and made his
home in Hamilton, Mass.

A Graduate of Harvard.

Augustus Peabody Gardner was Lorn
Nov. 5, 1885, = son of. Joseprh I'eabody
Gardner and Herriet Amoery (sardner.
He was gradu'ated from larvard in I8es
and afterward attended Haurvard Law
Nchool. His gregt-grandrather had been
graduated from Harvard in 1786, just
vne century earl’er. For seme time after

his graduation he was interested in
the breeding of blooded animals, horses
and cattle, and became distinguished as
@ polo player. On June 14, I8, he mar-
ried Miss Constance Lodge, daughter of
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge of Massa-
vhusetts. |

During the Spanish-Americen war,
after he hed served as & member of the
National  Guard of Massachusetis for
severai vears, he was apne.utag Assist-
ant Adiutant Generpl on the staft of
General James B. Wilcen zerving
this capacity threughoero e war, Arter
one of the dotions (n Porte RKueo jn YN
11eneral Wheeler incorporaced i his 1or-
mal report the follow.ny. .

s Captain Gardner, Assistant "Adju-
rant General. ‘has been with me from
1he time of my arrnval at Fort Thomas
and has shown Irum the first unusual
aptitude for thyg duties of Adiuiant Gon-
oral; but, in adiition, he has lost e
opportunity to serve with the troceps in
the field. { the turning movement

i

in

againkt Coamo he accompanied Lieut.
Col. BRiddle with the 16th Pennsylvania
and displayed the highest courage and
coolness under the close fire of the
enemy."’

A Champlon of Labor,

When he returned home after the war
he was electeq to the Massachusetts
State Senate, serving from 1809 until
1901, and while in the Legislature up-
held the labor end of several strikes,
end was known as a labor Senator. He
also became a member of the Republican
State Central Committes. He was elect-
ed to the Fifty-seventh Congress for the
unexpired term of William H. Moody,
who resigned. . Congressman Gardner

‘ ‘was re-elecfed to the Fifty-elghth Con-
.BTESs,

serving until the Sixty-fourth
Congress, or from 1802 until 1917. When
he resigned ':there were only thirty-four
members of Congress' who exceeded him
in length of service, and he was the
second ranking Republican member of
the Ways and Means Committee. In
1913 he was the Republican nominee for
Governor of Massachusetts, but was de-
feated by David I. Walsh, the Demo-
cratic nrominee. The other candidate
was Charles S. Bird. : |
On Oct. 16, 1014, Congressman Gardner
made his famous ** Wake up, America! "
speech, in which he espoused the cause

of military defense in this country.

*1 am a former militiaman and am a
Spanigsh-Anierlcan War veteran,”’” he
szid on this occasion, after he had Intro-
dyced a resolution calling for an investi-
cation to asceriain whether the United
States was prepared fer war, . ' For &
dozen years I have rat here like a cow-
ard in dilence and listened whilé men
have 1old us how the United States can
safaly depend on the Stdte mbitia and
the naval reserve, All' this time I knew
it was not true. < The belief 1 this
couniry that we can ¢reate an army, and
navy when the need &ar.zea i1s wrong
from beginning to end. You can’'t im-
provise a hattlesliip or 2 submarine or a
torpeda or a sailor after a war breaks
cut. You can't make a fighting regi-
ment out of & militia organizaiion until
vou have elilminated a lot of men from
{ts ranks.” _

Then he went on to show what the
United States lacked in the way of ade-
(quaze defenses. -

During ail the fifteen years he was a
memiber of the House Major Gardner
fouzght for liberalizing of the rules, re-
striciive immigration tvo uphold Amer-
ican  standardas, and preparedness for
war. He was an expert perllamenta-
rinn and & fearless fighter, His first
big’ fight was for the upbuilding of the.
Amerigan merchant marlne. . Then he
took a leading part in the fight for re-
strictive immigration leglslation, with
n literacy test, which finally was passed
ovel President Wilson's gecond veto,

It March, 1810, Mr. Gardner was a
leader in the Jdramatle struggle against
se-catled * Cannonisia,” which resulted
in making the Rules Committee elective
by the Jieouse instead of appointive by
the Sueaker. He was In England when
the Rurapean weor began in 1914, and
voliinteersd hla services to the embassy
at London to look after Americans.

Ii1s Tribufe to France.

His iriendz sald that it was charac-
teristic ¢of the mar. who had fought so
hard for the doctrins ef preparedness
that he should 1ake the first oppor-
tunity to perconally serve the country

when the var commeaenced. The former
Representative wus popular with both
officers and mer, While rat Camp
Whaeeler he urged the rullest rFupport
for the Ivesinent &nd the Gevernment,

In oue of his gpecches after he had
Adontied the uniferm of an officer of
the United States Army he answered
an attuel om the people of France
which appezred in a Georgla newspa-
nar by the statement that ** The French
have spilled as much bleod as Ameri-
cans have spilled ink. 'The French
have fought more and talked less than
4ny nation «f which history tells us.
I.et us quit this -Lusiness.ef criticising
our atlies.”” _

dre. raraner arrived yesterday from
her nome in Hamilton, Mass.,, and hsd
heen almoest contimousiy at her hus-
band's bedside unt’l lite (teday, when
=he colizpsed ofter ithe Major became
unconscinua,  Her conditicn was such
that she was removed to her hotel,
vhere she received the news of the
Ceatti. She is tormgat under the care of.
bor nhveleian, o7 :

Mavor 1oole of Macon tonlght issued
a proclamation ordering «ll flags on
punlic buildings pluaced at half-mast and
requesting all businesz houses (o lower
their flags at half-mast out of respect
for the dead officer.

Mayor Gardner vas tue sécond officer
to die at the Camp VWheeler Base Hos-
pital. The other wasa Major Richard
Weil of New York, nead of the Hospital
Medical Department, ' o

Ehe New Jork Eimes

Published: January 15, 1918
Copyright © The New York Times



